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Imagine Better: Welcome to the New 
Normal



F U T U R E S T O R A T I V E
W O R K I N G  T O W A R D S  A  N E W  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  



D O  N O T H I N G  T O D AY   
T O  C O M P R O M I S E   
T O M O R R O W ’ S  G E N E R AT I O N  

B R U N D T L A N D  1 9 8 7

Source: Our Common Ground  1987



SOLASTALGIA  distress and illness from environmental change 
CARBON  410 ppm
BUILT ENVIRONMENT  40% SECTOR  SourceSource: FutuREstorative 2016

Our Earth Was Once Green 



“ T H E R E  A R E  
N O  N O N -
R A D I C A L  
A P P R O A C H E S  
L E F T ”

N A O M I  K L E I N



“ R E D U C I N G  
C A R B O N  
E M I S S I O N S  B Y  
5 0 %  B Y  2 0 2 5  I S  
N O W  O U T  O F  
R E A C H  W I T H  
E X I S T I N G  
P R A C T I C E S ”

U K  C O N S T R U C T I O N  G R E E N  B O A R D  2 0 1 5



“ W E  N O  
L O N G E R  H AV E  
T H E  L U X U R Y  
O F  J U S T  
B E I N G  L E S S  
B A D ”

M A R T I N  B R O W N



W E  S H O U L D  N O T  U S E  T H E  
W O R D  ‘ S U S TA I N A B L E ’  U N T I L  
W E  G I V E  A S  M U C H  B A C K  A S  
W E  TA K E

Y V O N  C H O U N A I R D  @ PATA G O N I A  



B U S I N E S S  A S  U S U A L  

S U S TA I N A B L E  

R E G E N E R AT I V E  

W E  N O  L O N G E R  H AV E  T H E  
L U X U RY  O F  B E I N G  L E S S  B A D

R E D U C I N G  I M PA C T  

P O S I T I V E  G O O D

R E S T O R AT I V EG R E E N

Source See FutuREstorative



A less bad version of 
the built environment 
we have

A built environment 
that makes the 

world a better place



R E S T O R AT I V E  
E N T E R P R I S E

• BUSINESS KNOWLEDGE 

• BUSINESS CASE 

• INVESTORS 

• PEOPLE 

• VALUE OF SUSTAINABILITY 

• RESPONSIBILITY
JANUARY 2018

Report sponsored by:

Capturing the value of  
sustainability: 
Identifying the links between  
sustainability and business value

The Economics of Biophilia © 2012 Terrapin Bright Green LLC

WHY DESIGNING WITH  
NATURE IN MIND MAKES  

FINANCIAL SENSE

THE ECONOMICS 
OF BIOPHILIA



“You never change 
things by fighting the 
existing reality  … 

… to change 
something, build a 
new model that makes 
the existing model 
obsolete.”

B U C K M I N S T E R  F U L L E R



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
The new POSITIVE thinking for SUSTAINABILITY 





T H E  M AT E R I A L S  W E  B U I L D  
W I T H  C A N  A F F E C T  O U R  W E L L -
B E I N G  A S  M U C H  A S  T H E  F O O D  
W E  E AT,  T H E  WAT E R  W E  D R I N K  
A N D  T H E  A I R  T H AT  W E  B R E AT H  

H E A LT H Y  B U I L D I N G S  N E T W O R K  







T R A N S PA R E N C Y
What would the label on your 
product, your building, your 

organisation tell me? 

• LIVING BUILDING CHALLENGE 

• LEED 

• WELL 

• CLIENTS: 

• PORTICO/GOOGLE 

• BRITISH LAND 

• BREEAM



D E M O N S T R AT I N G  T H E  
N E W  N O R M A L  

# B E T H E N E W N O R M A L



B U L L I T T  C E N T E R
L I V I N G  B U I L D I N G  C H A L L E N G E



C U E R D O N  VA L L E Y  PA R K  L A N C A S H I R E

L I V I N G  B U I L D I N G  C H A L L E N G E



P O R T E R  B U I L D I N G
W E L L  C E R T I F I C AT I O N



D Y S O N  N E O N ATA L  I N T E N S I V E  C A R E  U N I T

C I R C A D I A N  L I G H T I N G



“its not about the size of the project or client … 
…its about ambition and mindset”

B I O P H I L I C  D E S I G N  

M C  C O N S T R U C T I O N  



S P E C I F I  T O U R S :  

G U I D E D  T O U R S  O F  B U I L D I N G S  T H AT  
D E M O N S T R AT E  T H E  N E W  N O R M A L  I N  
T H E  S O U T H  W E S T  

# B E T H E N E W N O R M A L



Rethinking Sustainability Towards a Regenerative Economy 

“ I M A G E  A  B U I LT  E N V I R O N M E N T  T H AT  
N O T  O N LY  P R O V I D E S  F U N C T I O N ,  B U T  
I M P R O V E S  P E O P L E  &  P L A N E T  H E A LT H ,  
E N R I C H E S  P R O S P E R I T Y  F O R  A L L  A N D  
I S  M O R E  B E A U T I F U L  T H A N  T H E  O N E  
W E  H AV E  T O D AY ”     

Source: #imagineBetter  Martin Brown 



SUSTAINABILITY - are we just reducing impact …
when we can ‘enable’ a regenerative future? M A R T I N  B R O W N



I M A G I N E  B E T T E R  

FA I R S N A P E  
M A R T I N  B R O W N  

T:   @ FA I R S N A P E  
E :   FA I R S N A P E @ G M A I L . C O M



Tweet.

@specifiday

#BEtheNewNormal


